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by lightning, their bodies piling up several feet high on the
ground.
The archaeological discoveries made by Lawrence and
Woolley at Carchemish, known to-day as Djerablus, are of
great importance and extremely interesting. I spent a num-
ber of days on the site of the excavations, staying in the only
available house, where I enjoyed the hospitality of the
Inspector of the Djerablus sector of the Baghdad Railway,
Chief-Engineer Mavrogordato. My host, a man with in-
tellectual interests, on friendly terms with Lawrence and
Woolley, had undertaken the self-imposed task of protecting
the finds and guarding them against damage. Everything
was just as Lawrence and Woolley had left it.
Dozens of carved granite slabs were standing up-ended in
the open in long rows, just as they had been placed thousands
of years ago. On them were depicted warriors in helmets,
shield and lance; musicians, dancers, ladies of the royal
court; the King in his war-chariot and at the hunt, and
various scenes from court life. There were also two mighty
thrones of carved stone beneath the Mesopotamian sky, one
of them flanked by two steers, the other by two exquisitely
carved, stylized lions. Between the two, holding them by
their manes, knelt the mythical* hero Gilgamesh, whom the
Sumerians, the Babylonians, the Assyrians and the Hittites
all honoured as a demigod. He accomplished many heroic
deeds and his fame lives on in the Old Testament in the
person of Samson and in Greco-Roman mythology as
Hercules. Numerous signs of a fierce battle between Pharaoh
Nekho and Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon were found in
Carchemish, including the Pfcaraoh's seal, now in the British"
Museum.
That autumn I returned to Europe on leave.
On my way back to the Palestine front, I was greeted in
the hall of the Pera Palace Hotel in Constantinople one
evening by the German Captain L., who'held the rank of